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REGULAR MEETING 

 THURSDAY, MAY 2,2019 

7:00 pm – John Weichsel Municipal Center Assembly Room 

196 North Main Street, Southington, CT 

 

MINUTES   

 

 The Southington Inland Wetlands Agency held a regular meeting on Thursday, May 2, 2019 at 

the John Weichsel Municipal Center Assembly Room, 196 North Main Street, Southington, CT.  James 

Sullivan, Acting Chair, called the meeting to order at 7:03 with the following in attendance: 

 Commissioners:  Christopher Borowy, Jeff Crown, Michael Bunko, Shari Guarino & David Byrne 

 Alternates:  Robert Ives & Bethany Solury 

 Ex-Officio: David Lavallee, Assistant Town Planner 

 A quorum was determined.   

 The Pledge of Allegiance to the American Flag was recited by everyone in attendance. 

 

JAMES SULLIVAN, Acting Chair, presiding: 

4. Approval of Minutes –   Regular Meeting of April 4, 2019 

 Mr. Borowy made a motion to approve the Minutes as submitted.   Mr. Crown seconded.   

Motion passed unanimously on a voice vote. 

     - Special Meeting of April 18, 2019 

  Mr. Borowy made a motion to approve the Special Meeting Minutes as submitted.   Ms. Guarino 

seconded.   Motion passed unanimously on a voice vote. 

      

5. Reports from Public, Press and Ex-Officio Members regarding items scheduled for action. 

 None this evening. 

 

6. Inland Wetland Applications 

 A. Information/Action – IW #1273 / FF #263 – Application of JD Solar Solutions, seeking to 

install a solar field and grassed swale within the Upland Review Area and floodplain.  Property located at 

270 Spring Street. 

 Sev Bovino, Planner, with Kratzert, Jones & Associates presented on behalf of the applicant.   He 

noted on the site plan Spring Street and Graham Place.   There is an existing factory with related parking 

here (indicated).  He pointed out the solar panels proposed to be installed. 
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 The property is at 270 Spring Street.  It is zoned I-2.   The area is 8.5 acres.   Served by public 

water and sewer.   There are about 2.88 acres of wetlands on the property associated with the 

Quinnipiac River which lies to the west of the property. 

 The slope of the land is rather flat and drains   toward the river via an existing drainage system 

associated with the existing factory and parking areas.   Explained. 

 The grass area here (indicating) just drains into a swale. 

 The proposal is to install a solar field on the south side of the existing building and in the grassed 

area as you saw on site.  The solar panel structure will be supported by above ground concrete footings 

about 10-foot-long, 2-foot-wide and 1 foot thick.   Steel columns will support the panels. 

 No excavation will take place to do this.  The solar panel rows will be separated by a 10 to 12-

foot-wide strip between the rows of panels.  So that is so the area can be accessed for maintenance. 

 No excavation or filling will take place. 

 The placing of the footings and panels will be outside of the wetland area.  In the southwest 

corner it will impact about 0.05 acres which equals 2,178 sf of upland review area.  Th footings will 

displace about 150 cy of volume of water.   To compensate for this, we are proposing to excavate an 

area on the north side of the parking area between the road and the parking area (indicating).  We are 

proposing to excavate 170 cy which is 20 cy more than what we are displacing, thereby generating a 

benefit to the floodplain. 

 The appropriate E & S controls and notes are shown on the plans. 

 A stone strip will be installed at the end of the parking area (indicating).  The curbing will be 

removed this strip will prevent any siltation to migrate towards the wetlands down in this area 

(indicating). 

 A meadow mix is proposed for the excavation area.  During the onsite an interest was expressed 

in introducing a seed that would benefit the wildlife.  We are proposing to add a honey bee pollinator to 

the existing grass area to the south (indicating), a seed mix to benefit the bees. 

 Staff has provided comments.  We responded to those comments in writing addressing their 

concerns. 

 This project, I believe, is a good thing for the town and the environment, so I ask you to consider 

taking positive action on this application. 

 Any questions I will be glad to answer. 

 Mr. Lavallee reported he spoke to the Ass’t Town Engineer and he is okay with the plans as 

submitted now. 

 Mr. Borowy stated he would like to suggest given the minimal intrusion to the upland review 

area, it’s adjacency to the already disturbed wetlands and the fact that there will be no excavation for 

the installation of the solar that we approve IW #1273 as offered. 

 Mr. Crown seconded. 
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 Motion passed 6 to 0 on a roll call vote. 

 A vote for a favorable recommendation of FF #263 was made.   Motion passed 6 to 0 on a roll 

call vote. 

 

 B. Modification of Approval – IW #1272 / FF #261 - Application of GLS, LLC; 2110 Meriden 

Waterbury Turnpike. 

 The Acting Chair noted the map included.   Mr. Lavallee added this was very recently approved.  

In the midst of the approval, they had asked FEMA for a map amendment to determine the height of the 

floodplain.  It turns out that FEMA, for some reason, thought that it was 6-inches higher than what they 

used on the site.  The discrepancy was the engineers held the least amount of impact height wise to the 

site but the FEMA people wanted it to be the most restrictive.  It ended up being 6-inches higher on the 

low side. 

 As you see, they changed the building and reduced it quite a bit.  So, it is actually a better plan. 

There is less impact to the upland review area.  The only things that changed were they actually 

enlarged the stormwater ponds which gives more mitigation and they enlarged the areas where the 

flared end flows into.  So, there is more attenuation there. 

 They did remove the catch basins but they put stone lined swales in to make up for any loss 

there for both storage of stormwater and any cursory treatment.  So, the pond is being held out for a 

higher standard for treatment now because it’s larger in surface area.    

 I had no further issues with it. 

 The Acting Chair noted it is a smaller footprint than the original.   It is siding with the wetlands 

than increasing the impact he further added. 

 Mr. Lavallee stated the same conditions as approved would stand. 

 The Acting Chair asked for a motion for IW#1272 and a favorable recommendation for FF#261. 

 Mr.  Borowy so moved the motion which Mr. Bunko seconded.   Motion passed 6 to 0 on a roll 

call vote. 

  

 

 C. Modification of Approval – IW #1257 / FF #250 – Application of North Ridge Golf Club, 

LLC; Welch Road. 

 Andrew Quirk, professional engineer and principal of Kratzert, Jones & Associates.  I will hand 

out items related to the application. 

 (Pause) 

 I just handed out a full-size copy of the plan that identifies the changes and before you is a 

package that I’ll go through. 
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 Essentially, this is a modification to the previous approvals.  And, all the changes are positive in 

nature to the plan. 

 This was an application for the existing pond at North Ridge Golf Course.  The existing pond area 

was noted.  What was previously approved was an expansion of the pond and there was a bridge at the 

narrow portion of the pond and there was a golf course planned on the perimeter of the pond area. 

 What we are proposing is very similar, but the shape has changed.  We relooked at the routing 

plan for the golf course and in doing so I think there is a number of positive changes. 

 - We’ve eliminated the bridge.   It’s no longer part of this application.  I know that was a 

concern in the past with the previous approval and the impact of the bridge.  With the routing plan we 

were able to eliminate that. 

 - Also, this red area (indicating) was previous fill within the pond and that’s been 

eliminated.   The fill area was previously 10,020 sf.   And, now we’ve reduced that done to 1,200 sf.  

About a 90% reduction in the fill of the pond area. 

 - The Army Corp of Engineers we got approval previously, as well.  They were very big on 

making sure to preserve the sub verged aquatic vegetation area which is essentially the bench areas on 

the perimeter that are less than 2’ in depth.  We have maintained that area.  It’s a larger perimeter but 

we maintained that area. 

 The pond being proposed now is larger which would be beneficial.  It goes from 1.8 acres to 2.4 

acres. 

 I believe all changes are positive in nature.  We are looking to get this modification approved 

and we’ll be resubmitting this to the Army Corp and then hopefully start construction. 

 Happy to answer any questions. 

 The Acting Chair commented regarding the enlarged pond.  It is a positive.  And, I don’t think 

there are any other issues. 

 Mr. Borowy suggested a site walk to look at the site in its present state and see what the new 

proposal is.    After discussion, the commissioners were in favor of a site walk. 

 Mr. Borowy made a motion to table.   Ms. Guarino seconded.  Motion passed unanimously on a 

voice vote. 

 Site walk set for Thursday, May 23rd, 2019 at 5:00 pm. 

 

 

7. Communications 

 A. Reports from Public, Press and Ex-Officio Members regarding items other than those 

scheduled for action. 

 None this evening. 
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8. Conservation Issues / Unfinished Business / Miscellaneous 

 The Acting Chair took this opportunity to thank former Chairperson Albanese for her dedication 

to this committee. She wasn’t reappointed.  On a personal and professional note, we thank her for her 

dedication and concern for the wetlands in the Town of Southington. 

 Mr. Lavallee advised the last open space meeting was cancelled so there is no report. 

 At Crescent Lake, we are waiting to see if the bridge gets fixed.  He’s taking his time but 

hopefully once he gets out of school this summer, he’ll get to it. 

 

 Tree Seedling Giveaway- Touch a Truck May 18th @ the Drive In 

 Acting Chair Sullivan explained he was looking for a volunteer for this event.  He explained what 

is involved in this endeavor.     Mr. Bunko volunteered.    

 Mr. Lavallee said there would be an instruction sheet and poster provided for those who walk 

by.  It goes quick.  So, far we’ve given away over a thousand and hopefully most of those have been 

planted. 

 Thank you to Mr. Bunko for volunteering. 

 

9. Adjournment 

 Mr. Borowy made a motion to adjourn.   Mr. Byrne seconded.  Motion passed unanimously on a 

voice vote. 

 (Whereupon, the meeting was adjourned at 7:27 o’clock, p.m.) 

  


